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Welcome to the third Water Framework Directive 
(WFD) update from Natural Resources Wales, filled 
with examples of projects which are delivering a 
better water environment for the people and wildlife 
of Wales.  Be inspired and tell us your story. 
Contact Jill Brown 

 

2 Consultations Running: Don’t miss out 
 
Consultation on the draft Flood Risk 
Management Plans 
The draft Flood Risk Management Plans describe 
the risk of flooding from main rivers, the sea and 
reservoirs and set out how we want to manage and 
reduce flood risk across Wales 2015-2021. 
Consultation ends on 31 January 2015. 
 
Consultation on the updated River Basin 
Management Plans 
Have your say on the issues affecting the water 
environment. We want to gather views on how we 
can best protect and restore Wales’ water 
environment. We are updating the plans for 2015-
2021. Consultation ends on 10 April 2015.  
 
For further information and how to respond to both 
consultations go to Natural Resources Wales 
Consultations 
 

What’s been going on  

 

WFD Stakeholder Forum 
The Welsh Government held a workshop for the 
members of the WFD Stakeholder Forum on 18 
November 2014 at Llandrindod Wells.    
The Forum, which is chaired by the Welsh 
Government, was established in 2007 to provide a 
focus for communication and consultation on a broad 
range of WFD related issues.  The Forum brings 
together stakeholders from the different sectors with 
an interest in the WFD such as  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
local government, business, agriculture, fisheries, 
land managers, statutory bodies, water companies 
and the third sector, to discuss and highlight Welsh 
specific priorities and issues in the Welsh River 
Basin Management Plans (RBMPs).   

 
The event was structured around a series of topics 
relevant to the draft revised RBMPs  This included 
Dŵr Cymru/Welsh Water’s drinking water 
investigations programme, the Dee Invasive Non-
Native Species Project, and an overview of 
hydropower development in Wales.  Breakout 
sessions were held to gather views on the direction 
and priorities for future investment. Discussion was 
framed in the context of how Wales could move 
towards more sustainable land and water 
management practices. 

 
The key emerging themes and priorities for action 
will be taken forward, as appropriate, by Welsh 
Government and Natural Resources Wales in the 
development of the updated river basin 
management plans.  
 
Agenda for Change – Sustainable inland 

fisheries for Wales 

Our Agenda for Change programme looks at how 
Natural Resources Wales works with partners 
towards achieving sustainable inland fisheries for 
Wales.  In December 2013, we reviewed our own 
existing salmon stocking activity and associated 
hatchery operations. Stocking has been used in 
catchments across Wales in ‘mitigation’, largely for 
the impacts of construction of impoundments to 
create reservoirs. Mitigation stocking has also 
occurred where major developments such as 
barrages and hydro-electric pump storage schemes 
have been constructed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Living Waters for Wales Update 

title 
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A full public consultation was carried out in spring 
2014 to capture views on the review and its 
recommendations. This would help us to seek new 
evidence, before deciding on the way forward. In our 
consultation on stocking and hatcheries, we 
proposed that we should cease enhancement and 
mitigation stocking, substantially reduce our hatchery 
capacity and redirect the resources made available 
into alternative mitigations that would provide wider 
and greater benefits to fish stocks and the 
environment in Wales. 

Our approach to delivering alternative mitigations will 
be to work with stakeholders at a catchment level 
using a consistent approach across Wales. A key 
part of delivering alternative mitigations on the 
ground will be ensuring stakeholders are involved in 
developing the alternatives. For more information 
contact: peter.gough@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk 

 
Water Framework Directive Classification Update 
The latest classification figures indicates that the 
water environment in Wales is continuing to improve. 
Since 2009 the number of surface water bodies 
achieving good ecological status has increased by 
11% to 41%.  

Our monitoring to measure progress through this 
river basin management plan cycle show that Wales 
is now achieving nearly 41% good overall status in 
surface waters, compared with 36% last year. 
Western Wales RBD is achieving over 40%. Dee 
RBD is achieving 32% and the Welsh part of the 
Severn is at 41%. 
 
The classification update will be available through the 
Environment Agency at Gov UK.  
or contact Dave Johnston for more information. 
 
 Nature Fund Projects get go-ahead 
The Minister for Natural Resources has announced 
further £3m funding for projects to tackle declining 
biodiversity and deliver benefits to communities. The 
new investment will support 20 projects across 
Wales. Projects range from work to improve river 
catchments and marine ecosystems, to peat lands 
restoration and a community project managing 
woodland.  

The full list is available on Welsh Government’s 
website or contact Russell De'Ath   

The Milford Haven Waterway (article below) has 
been selected as the pilot area for the project due to 
its considerable environmental value and high 
concentration of economic activity. 

Innovative nutrient offsetting scheme to be 
tested in Pembrokeshire 
A collaborative project, led by the Pembrokeshire 
Coastal Forum ‘Eco-system Enterprise Partnership’, 
is one of twenty Nature Fund projects around Wales.  

There is a growing concern over the loss of 
biodiversity in Pembrokeshire, primarily due to 
changing and intensifying land management 
practices.  Consequently, the majority of the 
Pembrokeshire Marine Special Area of Conservation 
features are in unfavourable conservation status and 
nutrient loading into the Milford Haven Waterway 
has been identified as a key priority action.  

The Partnership will work with land managers, 
business and industry, government and the 
voluntary sector to develop and pilot an Eco-bank - a 
nutrient offsetting scheme for the Milford Haven 
Waterway and Cleddau catchment.  

The scheme will create headroom for potential 
projects using mitigation or compensation either by 
developers or land managers. This would incentivise 
habitat creation by land managers and encourage 
developers to build mitigation into their forward 
planning. All this work contributes to the delivery of 
the Water Framework Directive. 

For more information contact Ged Davies and visit 
http://www.pembrokeshirecoastalforum.org.uk/ to 
find out more information about the work of the 
Pembrokeshire Coastal Forum.  

If you go down to the Tywi Wildwood today     
 

The Wildwood is located in the headwaters of the 
Tywi and Teifi catchments adjacent to Elenydd 
Special Site of Scientific Interest and Special Area of 
Conservation. The area was planted with Sitka 
Spruce in the 1960s and the aim of the project is to 
restore those habitats which have been lost.   

The work will involve the creation of 29 hectares of 
upland, creation of new ponds, conifer removal and 
planting new wet woodland.  The extent of the 
wetland habitat will be increased by blocking drains 
to raise the water table that will improve the habitat 
and biodiversity to support many declining species 
such as the Red Squirrel, Merlin, Nightjar and 
Crossbill.  The project will also assess the feasibility 
of peat land restoration that aims to improve water 
quality, alleviate flooding, aid carbon storage and 
help wildlife.  Restoring peat lands delivers the 
Water Framework Directive by tackling water quality 
issues. 

mailto:peter.gough@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
mailto:dave.johnston@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
mailto:russell.De'Ath@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
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The Wildlife Trust of South West Wales are working 
with us to identify areas where additional wetland 
habitat can be created for water voles.  
For more information contact James Tinney 

 

Water Watch Wales  

 
Water Watch Wales is a collection of maps providing 
detailed information at water body, catchment and 
River Basin District level.  It has been designed to 
support the updated draft RBMP consultation 
allowing individuals to access data in a variety of 
ways.  There is also an interactive map that external 
partners can use to upload details of projects at a 
water body/catchment scale.  We are keen to know 
what you think of the site and welcome your 
feedback. If you would like to make a comment or 
want to find out more contact Lynda Bigland  
 
Visit the website  
http://waterwatchwales.naturalresourceswales.gov.u
k/en/ 

 
Managing flood risk in Dolgellau and improving 

Wales’ water environment   

The Dolgellau Flood Risk Management Scheme 
involves the construction of new flood walls 
throughout the town of Dolgellau to protect against 
flooding from the Wnion and Aran. Currently, the 
Aran road area of Dolgellau is flooded in a 1 in 5 
year flood event, with the town centre area flooded in 
a 1 in 25 year event. Flood depths vary but can be 
over a metre deep in large events. The scheme will 
protect over 300 properties from flooding from a 1 in 
150 year event.  
 
The whole area lies within the Snowdonia National 
Park Authority and these rivers flow into the 
Mawddach, parts of which are designated as a Site 
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and a Special 
Area of Conservation.  We have worked closely with 
Snowdonia National Park Authority, Gwynedd 
Council and Dolgellau Town Council.   The local 
community are proud of their town and have 

challenged us throughout the feasibility and design. 
In particular we have worked with The Trustees of 
the Marian Mawr, Dolgellau Town Partnership and 
the Heritage Group, Dolgellau Anglers, Prince Albert 
Angling Society and the Rotary Club to identify and 
try to address their concerns.  We have aimed to link 
the delivery of the scheme with environmental 
improvements within the catchment by working with 
our foresters to plant an area upstream of Dolgellau 
with broadleaved trees and shrubs.  We are also 
contributing to a hedge planting scheme run by 
Snowdonia National Park.  Trees and hedges can 
help to stop bank erosion, reduce overland flow and 
provide shade to reduce the impact of climate 
change. 
 
Along the rivers and streams of Wales, there are 
many structures such as weirs, bridge foundations 
and culverts which prevent or hinder fish from 
swimming upstream to spawn.  Some of Wales’ 
failing waters are caused by these barriers.  We 
have removed a weir on the Aran.  This will alleviate 
flooding upstream and will open up a short stretch of 
river for spawning sea trout, salmon and brown 
trout.  Natural features have been designed into the 
channel. As a result of the weir removal, we did not 
have to build a flood wall around an important 
riverside listed building.  A paper on this will be 
presented at the Rivers Restoration Network 
Conference in May 2015. 

 

Before the removal of the weir on the River Aran 

mailto:james.tinney@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
mailto:lynda.bigland@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
http://waterwatchwales.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/en/
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After removal of the weir and reinstatement of the 
river bed on the river Aran 

Tackling invasive plants is a key activity under the 
Water Framework Directive as invasive plants have 
the potential to negatively impact on biodiversity. 
Japanese knotweed and Himalayan Balsam are both 
rife throughout the town and spread along river 
corridors.  We are working with John Eardley, a 
member of Prince Albert Angling Society and are 
also helping the Society tackle a large site on the 
Mawddach SSSI.  John previously obtained a 
modest grant through funding from Natural 
Resources Wales and has been working tirelessly to 
map and eradicate Knotweed and Balsam. He is 
now hopeful of obtaining cutting equipment to speed 
up the treatment of Balsam in the area.  The 
National Park have recently commenced work on a 
strategy for treating Japanese Knotweed within the 
area and Natural Resources Wales is contributing to 
this. ann.griffiths@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk 
Assets Team and marianne. 
Jones@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk Environmental 
Assessment Unit have more information.  

Living landscape brought back to life 

The Alun and Chwiler living landscape project is a 
new wildlife conservation project within Denbighshire 
and Flintshire and aims to create and enhance 
habitats within the river corridors of the Alun and  
Chwiler. The project is steered by a partnership of 
organisations including, North Wales Wildlife Trust, 
Clwydian Range and Dee Valley Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), Natural 
Resources Wales, Flintshire and Denbighshire 
County Councils, British Association of Shooting and 
Conservation and North East Wales Wildlife Trust. It 
is funded by Waste Recycling Environmental Limited 
(WREN) and Dŵr Cymru/Welsh Water, with the 
generous donations of countless Wildlife Trust 
members and supporters. WREN is a not-for-profit 
business that awards grants through the Landfill 

Communities Fund, from funds generated by 
Fomento de Construcciones y Contratas (FCC 

environment) delivering community, environmental 
and heritage projects countrywide.  

The two river corridors have been identified as 
important biodiversity hotspots and support a wide 
variety of species and habitats, many of which are 
designated and protected. Kristian Dales, Sales & 
Marketing Director at FCC Environment said: “FCC 
Environment and WREN are together committed to 
supporting projects which protect, maintain and 
expand some of the country’s most unique 
ecosystems. They are looking forward to seeing how 
the Alun and Chwiler Living Landscape Project 
progresses and are delighted that the North Wales 
Wildlife Trust is able to continue its fantastic work 
making a huge difference to UK conservation. This 
project will also help the UK meet government 
targets to improve and increase biodiversity.” 

 

Water voles-just one of many species found in the project 

area 

This project also has benefits for the local 
community and visitors as it will encourage and 
support sustainable land-management practices 
amongst local landholders. It will also increase 
recreational opportunities so that the community can 
enjoy their local environment.  

The work that will be undertaken includes fencing off 
some sections of riverbank, creating new ponds and 
installing nest boxes for birds, bats and dormice. 
The project began in November 2014 and will 
continue for the next three years. It is hoped to 
secure more funding to continue the work and 
expand the area of work.  For more information 
please contact amygreen@wildlifetrustswales.org 
you can also follow the projects progress on twitter 
@ACLLproject.  

 

mailto:ann.griffiths@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
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Glamorgan Rivers Trust Tackling Himalayan 
Balsam 

The Glamorgan Rivers Trust was founded by Colin 
Chapman in September 2013 and represents all the 
river catchments from the Tawe, Swansea to the 
Cadoxton, Barry.  The Trust has maintained a strong 
board of trustees with a broad spread of experience 
including construction professionals, industry 
leaders, a fisheries scientist and an ecologist.   

The Trust’s initial project, Repel Invaders, was 
designed to bring a catchment based approach to 
dealing with invasive species along one of 
Glamorgan’s most important nursery streams, the 
Nant Iecyhd or Dimbath.  The project received 
support and funding from Environment Wales to buy 
spraying and cutting equipment which their trained 
volunteers have been putting to good use to tackle 
Japanese Knotweed in the area.    

Between August and the end of September 2014, 
the trust cleared: 

 One major field 7,700 square metres, 7.7 
hectares 

 9 km river bank (4.5 km of river, both banks) 

 At least 2 km neighbouring paths 

 Around 2 hectares surrounding land 

 24 volunteers spent over 300 hours removing 
balsam 

 4 volunteers have received City and Guilds 
qualification in the use of pesticides including 
an additional qualification in   pesticide use 
on land adjoining waterways (a total of  14 
days, not included in volunteer hours above) 

 2 volunteers spent 32 hours spraying 
Japanese Knotweed with approved 
herbicides 

 Trustees hours -  just over 200 hours + 
preparatory work + 40 hours admin 

 5 volunteers to  receive LANTRA training 
during November in use of strimmers, (total 
12.5 days , not  included in volunteer hours 
above ) 

The Trust’s current project is Clear Run which is 
funded by Natural Resources Wales, a commission 
to study over 100 barriers to fish migration in the 
Ogmore catchment.  In 2015, the trust will be 
participating in the Coed Cymru & Rivers Trusts 
Nature-funded project and looking to visit 
landowners to offer advice and grants to benefit both 
rivers, lakes and wider environment. For more 
information Colin Chapman 
cjchapman@ntlworld.com 
 

 

The ‘Repel Invaders’ volunteer team ready to start 
tackling  Himalayan Balsam. 

 
 
 
Keeping the Taff Tidy  
We have worked with Gwyl Taff, Rhondda Cynon 
Taff County Borough Council Tidy Town Team and 
Greggs the bakers to hold a series of engagement 
events as part of a pollution prevention campaign on 
the River Taff.  
 
The first initiative was a Yellow Fish campaign that 
took place at Treforest Industrial Estate near 
Pontypridd. The run off from the estate’s main 
surface water outfall has had a chronic impact on 
the aquatic life and water quality in the RiverTaff.  
Yellow fish were painted beside surface water drains 
as a reminder that any waste going into these drains 
will flow directly into the River Taff, cause pollution 
and potentially kill wildlife.  
 
A river clean up took place with the Tidy Town Team 
and Greggs who removed around half a ton of waste 
in just 100 meters of river. Although a Green Flag 
park, the river bank is plagued with litter flowing 
down the Taff from catchment. The campaign and 
the river clean up provided an opportunity to engage 
with businesses at the industrial estate, raise 
awareness of pollution prevention methods and 
ensure that the relevant environmental waste and 
water legislation is being complied with. 
 
Environment Officer Sarah Jones has used an 
innovative approach to dealing with a company 
which polluted the River Taff. Rather than prosecute 
the company, we accepted an offer by the company 
to use civil sanctions. This meant that the company 
agreed to pay £20,000 to Gwyl Taf, a local project 
run by the South East Wales Rivers Trust. It 
encourages schools and community groups to enjoy 
the River Taff in a positive and healthy way and will 
provide more long term benefits for the local 
community and the environment. This approach 
raises awareness of the impact that business’ can 

mailto:cjchapman@ntlworld.com
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have on the local environment. For more 
information contact Fen Turner  

 

 

River Clean up and River Awareness at 

Ynysangharad Park, Pontypridd with Gwyl Taf and 

Keep Wales Tidy 

 

Forward Look  - events and meetings to note 
 

 UK and Ireland Lakes Network annual 
conference is being hosted by Natural 
Resources Wales in Abergavenny on the 4th 
and 5th March – why not come along? 

 Minewaters Conference 26th and 27th March 

 Dee Liaison Panel meeting 18th  March 

 Western Wales Panel meeting 11th March 
For more information on these events and meetings 
contact: Ceri Jones, River Basin Programme 
Manager.  Email Ceri Jones         

Visit the Natural Resources Wales website for more 
information. 
http://naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/splash?orig=/ 

Help your local environment by reporting pollution 
incidents, illegal waste tipping, poaching, fish in 
distress, or danger to the natural environment to 
Natural Resources Wales  via the 24 hour free 
phone number 0800 80 70 60.  

We're looking to promote stories of delivering 
improvements to the water environment.  Make 
us aware of any activities that you or your 
organisation is doing to help improve Wales' 
waters.  

If you want to contribute to or receive future 
newsletters - contact Jill Brown 

 

 

. 
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